[The socioeconomic impact of venous pathology in Great Britain].
The chief venous diseases which may have notable or costly economic consequences are, on the one hand, varicose veins and phlebitis (superficial and deep) with their sequelae of chronic venous insufficiency and of ulcers, and, on the other hand, pulmonary embolism and its prevention. The incidence of the former is higher and treatment is very costly. The cost of leg ulcers only in Britain is estimated at 600 million pounds per year. Pulmonary emboli have notable economic consequence because of the cost of preventive and essential measures against such events, which are often fatal.